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The History of Lyngblomsten

LYNGBLOMSTEN HOME

The history of Lyngblomsten rightfully begins in Minneapolis Sept.
15, 1902, when at the home of Mrs. Anna Qvale Fergstad a literary club of
eight Norwegian women organized to meet once a month and Mrs. Ferg-
stad was its president.

At the Oct. 19, 1903, meeting in the home of Mrs. Laura Bratager some
one suggested to work for a cause not so self centered. The president
then told the members she had something in mind, but hardly dared to
propose so big an undertaking. At the conclusion, she found them all in
sympathy with her proposal. So the dues of ten cents per month were
collected to start the fund that in the future should provide a home for
aged.

Lyngblomsten was the name given the society meaning the national
flower of Norway, still better deseribed to Americans as heather.

The officers and charter members were:

President—DMrs. Fergstad.

Viece President—DMrs. Chas. Bentson.

Secretary—Mrs. M. Faleen.

Treasurer—DMrs. J. Dahl.

¢ Mrs. C. Werdenhoff

Mrs. L. Bratager

Mrs. Nana Oftedahl

Mrs C. C. Thorpe

Mrs. Carl Petterson

Mrs. Haaken Hasberg

Mrs. A. Andreason

Their plans no doubt were not so big at first, a modest home that
would care for a few. But time has proven otherwise.




That same fall of 1903 Mrs. J. R. Swan organized a branch in Mad-
ison, Minn. Sixteen months later on Feb. 15, 1905, St. Paul women organ-
ized.

President—DMrs. G. Offerdahl. Murs. Nettie Oace
Viece President—Mrs. N. P. Wold. Murs. Gust Ekelund
Secretary—DMiss Clara Hoft. Mrs. B. Johansen
Treasurer—Mrs. .J. Reed. Mrs. Karl Hansen
Mrs. J. C. Dahlquist Mrs. C. Strom
Mrs. S. C. Dahlquist Mrs. Katrine Olson
Mrs. J. L. Dahlquist Mrs. O. G. Wold
Mrs. Anton Fyhrie ‘ Mrs. A. Stolpestad
Mrs. Jens H. Larsen i Mrs. H. Hillestad
Mrs. C. Alfsen Miss Maren Shold
Mrs. Joseph Dahlby Mrs. C. Hoff

By February, 1906, the society had grown so we had six branches in
the twin cities and the society incorporated under the laws of Minnesota
by Mrs. Anna Fergstad, Mrs. Manley Fosseen, Mrs. A. Shotwell, Mrs. C.
Bentson, Mrs. J. T. Jenson, Hannah Tennysen.

The first Board of Directors were these women and Marie Peterson.
That same year Nanna Oftedahl and Mrs. Fosseen worked hard organizing
and interesting others to join.

As the St. Paul branches grew in interest and membership, they
urged a change in the Articles of Incorporation, ‘‘that the home be
be centrally located between the twin cities,”’ in place of in Hennepin
county. This was adopted at the first annual meeting with but little
opposition. The meeting was held Mar. 12, 1907, at the Bethania Church,
Minneapolis.

After this meeting we felt permanently organized and the progress
was noticeable. The officers were:

President—Mrs. Manley Fosseen.  Secretary—DMrs. Olga Nelson.
Vice President—DMrs. Nettie Oace. Treasurer—DMrs. Anna Shetwell.

FOUNDERS OF LYNGBLOMSTEN SOCIETY

The fourth annual meeting reported we had 410 members and
$7,547.21 cash. :

More land adjoining was bought in May, 1910, for $1,500.75. Of
this J. J. Hill donated $500. We now had approximately five acres.

The board appointed a committee of three: C. Fergstad, Odin Moe,
and Wm. Jensen. Later they returned a recommendation that the society
have $15,000 before it began to build. /

The fifth annual meeting March 14, 1911, reported 17 branches, 458
members, and $9,348.36.

Additions to our constitution were made in preparation for the time
we should build. The Board of Directors also were instructed to receive
plans.

This began one of the busy years for the board of directors. The
officers were :

President—Miss Sophia Stearns Benson.

Vice President—Mrs. Anna Fergstad.

Secretary—Mrs. Josephine Brack.

Treasurer—Mrs. Thorwald Nelson.

On March 30 the president and secretary presented a petition in
St. Paul asking for the vacating of Atlantis street that would divide our
property.

Sunday, July 30, 1911, we gathered on the knoll where the building
now stands, for the breaking of the ground. The service was conducted
bv Reverend S. C. Simonson of St. Paul, and Reverend Paul Winther,
Minneapolis. Every member present was moved by the simple, im-
pressive ceremony. We sang, ‘‘T Jesu Navn, skal all vor gjarning ske.”’
Other talks and good wishes to Lyngblomsten were made by Dr. Johnson,
Mrs. Fergstad, Mrs. Bentson, of Minneapolis; Mr. H. Grove and Mr. M.
Rosness, of St. Paul.

(Continued beyond program)
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VIEW OF PARLOR

The Minneapolis branches gave a successful bazaar that netted
$1,140.

The St. Paul branches with not nearly so many members netted $70
by a concert.

Mrs. Fosseen left the presidency with two new branches to her credit
and a successful year in every way, a membership of 285—an increase
of 141.

- The second corporation meeting was held March, 1908. We now had
$4,045.66.

The first committee to investigate locations for a site was Mrs. Carl
Hansen and Mrs. Jens Johnson. All through this year and into the fol-
lowing, many places were investigated and real estate men interviewed.

The third corporation meeting March 10, 1909, was held at the United
Lautheran Seminary. We now had 328 members and $5,720.28

The advisory board recommended the one and three-fourths acres at
Como and Pascal avenues, and after one and a half years investigating,
$100 was paid down in July on this piece of land. In August, 1909, a
mass meeting was called at Bethlehem Church, Minneapolis, where it was
made known we were presented a gift of this land for an Old People’s
Home, by Sigvald Qvale, Mrs. Regine Qvale, and Mrs. Anna Qvale, mother
of Mrs. Fergstad. The society eratefully accepted this gift.

The same year .J. .J. Hill promised $500 on condition we purchase
additional land.

Not long after Liyngblomsten owned the site, letters from old people
desiring information and admittance were received. The first was from
an old couple unable to care for themselves longer, and willing to give
$3,000 for care. The followihg month another letter stated the wife had
passed away.

These letters at so early a date urged us on in our work for we saw
the demand there was for an old people’s home and longed to give this
comfort to worthy in their declining years.
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Elmer Baumeister H. J. BILLE

HARNESS CO.
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To the Public

In appreciaticn of the assistance rendered the Ccm-
mittee by the Advertisers, the Committee in return
asks the public and especially the Lyngblomsten
members to patronize these reliable Business People
Mrs. L. C. Dahl, Chairman
Mrs. Edw. Solem, Treas.  Mrs. O. J. Brack, Secy.

Compliments

J. C. DAHLQUIST

1019 Edgerton St.

0. G. WOLD
Painter and Decorator Eat 63 GOff’S

For First Class Work Call Midway’s Most Popular Restaurant

Tower 0917
LET US BE YOUR SERVENT

Snelling and University
1075 Jessie St.

The sixth annual meeting came March 12, 1912. There was now on
hand $14,634.86. After locking over what prospects we had to reacm
$15.000 as recommended, it was decided to build, and the Board of Direc-
tors instrueted to let contracts to the lowest responsible bidders.

The plans accepted were made by Arthur Claussen, for a fireproof
building 35x106, three stories and full basement.

Now that our home was actually started by April, not a few would
ask, How will you manage to the running expenses. Faith—undoubtedly
is the answer.

The cornerstone ceremony was held July 7th, 1912. Large plans were
prepared for the occasion.

Miss Stearns was president this year also. Anna Fergstad was to
have been one of the principals also, but on the eve of the realization
of her greatest ambition she was stricken and laid to rest at Laymen’s
cemetery, Minneapclis, at the age of 61 years.

The ceremony of the cornerstone laying was well attended and quite
a neat sum added to our treasury.

In November the home was ready for occupancy. Many gifts for fur-
nichings and equipments were reeeived from interested friends and mem-
bers.

The home was dedicated Sunday, Deec. 1, 1912, The first matron m
charge was Caroline Unhjem.

Mr. C. Fergstad donated $700, one month’s bills, the first winter we
oceupied the heme. The society placed a mortgage of $10,000 on the
home. By a gift of $500 from Mr. Kenartson this was reduced to $9.500
later.

The first spring, attention was given the lawn, garden and orchard.
Over 100 fruit trees, shrubs and berry bushes were planted. The barn
was built and cows and chickens provided.

The eichth annual meeting in 1914 reported many practical improve-
ments made. The fruit and vegetable cellars were dug out under the
front poreh ; the building of the ice house: the final vacation of Atlantic
street adding 32,400 square feet to our property for a consideration of
$50, and buying three acres more land at $2.250 on which a loan of $2,000
was made, and $1.000 paid off on the first loan. So we now carried
$10,500 from Oectober, 1914.

Mrs. A. W. Anderson was prevented by illness to attend to her office
after May. Mrs. A. C. Caineross and Mrs. Arosin were secretaries pro
tem until September, when Mrs. N. P. Wold was elected secretary for the
remainder of the vear.

The Lyngblomsten Herald made its first appearance. This inter-
esting paver was, however, discontinued later for not having any member
that conld devote the time it required to edit and make it a paying
proposition.

In the following year, 1916, the Mortgage Fund was created by a
oift of $1. The same vear Miss Stearns headed a movement to boost
the Endowment Fund. The Board of Directors decided to place all life
membership dues in the Endowment Fund. There are at present 21 life
members. The dues are $25.00.

The president resigned in Oetober, 1916, having held this office five
consecutive years and seven months, and previous to this time was treas-
urer for seven months. It was during her time in office the home was
built. She was ardent and untiring in her efforts for Lyngblomsten.

Mrs. J. O. Lee was elected president in November, 1916. The Trust
fund was also ereated this year and the mortgage fund now had $11.




In the spring of 1917 the garden was made larger.
bushes and fruit trees were planted.

Early in 1918 we knew our sewer assessment was $4,518.95, and be-
sides we had the expense of house connections.
oradually on the upward trend, and we were a little concerned. But
thanks to the Minneapolis War Chest Fund, now the Town Tea Kettle,
came to our assistance. Every member was urged to be active in the
drives launched for this fund. We were hindered from raising funds by

our usual ways on account of the influenza ban.

Mrs. Lee quietly solved another plan. In June, 1918, she announced
$3,210 had been collected for the morteage fund in St. Paul.

‘‘real news,’”” and received with enthusiasm.

The soliciting has continued in St. Paul as we could do no siliciting in

Minneapolis on account of participating in the Tea Kettle Fund.

October 1 the mortgage of $2,000 came due and was paid. We then

had still a debt of $8.500 on the home.
Commencing 1920 our fiscal year will end January 1 each year.

In February this year the society received $1,000 by the will of Mr.

Hegna of Minneapolis.

In connection with the property the society owns complete equip-
ment to conduct a restaurant at the State Fair grounds.

were very successful.

" The branches now and then entertain at the home with refreshments
and programs. The directors see that the holidays are especially provided
for. There is an annual donation day at the home in the fall, and the

mid-summer festival each June.

The inmates have a home branch,

They also did knitting for the Red Cross during the war.

At present we are caring for 44 inmates.
up to the present time 78 old people.
At times there have been nine so feeble they have needed every attention.

By constant efforts this organization has accomplished this home
suecessfully up to the present time, and we extend our sincerest thanks to
you for every consideration in any way that has been instrumental in

making this a real home for worthy old people.

The officers at the time of incorpo-
rating and until the first annual meeting,
March, 1907, were:

President—Mrs. Anna Fergstad.
Vice-President—Mrs. Manley Fosseen.
Secretary—Hannah Tennysen.
Treasurer—Mrs. A. Shotwell.

MARCH, 1907.
President—Mrs. Manley Fosseen.
Vice-President—Mrs. Nettie Oace.
Secretary—Mrs. Olga Nelson.
Treasurer—Mrs. Anna Shotwell.

MARCH, 1908.
President—DMrs. Anna Fergstad.
Vice-President—Mrs. Carl Hansen.
Secretary—NMrs. John Bjorhus.
Treasurer—Mrs. Anna Shotwell.

Treasurer resigned in April, Mrs. Bjcr-
hus elected Treasurer, Miss Emily An-
derson Secretary.

LYNGBLOMSTEN

MARCH, 1909.
President—Mrs. Anna Fergstad.
Vice-President—Mrs. Jens Johnson.
Secretary—Mrs. Arosin.
Treasurer—Mrs. Kirkvold.

Treasurer resigned Aug., Miss Sophia

Stearns elected Treasurer.
MARCH, 1910.
President—Miss Sophia Stearns.
Vice-President—Mrs. C. Hoff.
Secretary—Mrs. Wm. Jensen.
Treasurer—Mrs. L. H. Nord.
MARCH, 1911.
President—Miss Sonhia Stearns.

Vice-President—Mrs. Anna Fergstad.

Secretary—Mrs. Tosephine Brack.

Treasvrer—Mrs Thorwald Nelson.
MARCH 1912.

Preaident—Miss Sonhia Stearns.

Vice-President—Mrs: Anna Fergstad.

Se-retary—Mrs. Lanra Brataoer,
Treasurer—Mrs. J. L. Dahlquist.

Many more berry

Our expenses were

This was

The last years

making useful articles to sell.

There have been admitted
Thirty-two deaths have occurred.

MARCH, 1913,
President—Miss Sophla Stearns.
Vice-President—Mrs. K. Heiberg.
Secretary—Mrs. A. W. Anderson.
Treasurer—Mrs. O. E. Brecke.

MARCH, 1914.
President—Miss Sophia Stearns.
Vice-President—Mrs. K. Heiberg.
Secretary—Mrs. A. W. Anderson.
Treasurer—NMrs. O. E. Brecke.

Mrs. N. P. Wold was elected Secretary

September, 1914,

MARCH, 1915.
President—DMiss Sophia Stearns.
Vice-President—Miss J. S. Johnson.
Secretary—Mrs. Anton Stein.
Treasurer—Mrs. Brady Anderson.

Mrs. Anton Stein resigned, Mrs. P. W.
Axelson elected Secretary, October, 1915.

MARCH, 1916.
President—Miss Sophia Stearns.
Vice-President—Mrs. J. O. Lee.
Secretary—Mrs. Josephine Brack.
Treasurer—Mrs. Marie Melgaard.

President resigned in October, Mrs.

Lee was elected President; Mrs.

Hagen Vice-President.
MARCH, 1917.

President—Mrs. J. O. Lee.

Vice-President—NMrs. Belle Holt.

(G5 I LE

Secretary—DMrs. Josephine Brack,
Treasurer—Mrs. Marie Melgaard,

MARCH, 1918.
President—Mrs. J. O. Lee.
Vice-President—Mrs. Belle Holt.

Secretary—MTrs. Josephine Brack,
Treasurer—Mrs. Marie Melgaard,

MARCH, 19109.
President—Mrs. J. O. Lee.
Vice-President—Mrs. Belle Holt.
Secretary—Mrs. Hans Hanson.

Treasurer—Mrs. Marie Melgaard.

JANUARY, 1920.
President—NMrs. J. O. Lee

Vice-President—Mrs. Mat}.lilda Moe.

Secretary—Mrs. Hans Hanson.

Treasurer—Mrs. Marie Melgaard.

Contributions to the Mortgage Fund in St. Paul
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Bhos. Frankson i 5 st 25.00
P RobertiEarl. ... - e 10.00
@A h i AN e R 5.00
Eeslie =S Hackney. . icarcess 10.00
Anidrew Schach: 2 00 -0 iR 15.00
ELVietors flchiolm oS, oSGt 5.00
Boot; Schulze 5&«Co.t L ties 100.00




MeCGall-Warneri Eosus. . . ... .5 25.00
Leslie-Donahower Co.......... 15.00
Nicols, Dean & Gregg........ 25.00
B A I noersonit il -, . i 15.00
S AVW maoclbereghenties o, | o 10.00
L. Eisenmenger Meat Co....... 23.00
AT Dy er Bt o, L 10.00
Fletnian, Lhtede i, 0 . 5.00
iBewry & SOHG N AL L 10.00
®UEE CNegaand sl . L 5.00
e atris CloRiE e e . . 0. 5.00
abect Wi Wihitetzhoie .. .. 2.50
Theo. Hamm Brewing Co..... 20.00
SR Allens & @atins o, . . 20.00
American Hoist & Derrick Co... 50.00
DB eroman Erasais feve o0, L L 10.00
The Log Cabin Products Co... 10.00
el T Carthwe il ., 1 10.00
Webb Publishing Co.......... 1000
INESA RN epRy i L 5.00
NWEWa UStampuiWorks: (e .. e 10.00
Twin City Institution Supply Co. 10.00
Chas. Weinhagen & Co........ 0.00
See Gonrad HEONTRLE L L T g 5.00
IEIRIERRTlch seetotizt s, LR 2 3.00
iNattonal tC€andy» Co.: . .. 10.00
Wk ehnsong skt L 10.00
N. W. Elec. Equipment Co..... 25.00
b SundkvisHI& G Rimn s s 25.00
St. Paul Gas Light Co......... 25.00
R Tellent il e Ul L 5.00
St. Paul House Furnishing Co... 35.00
AT 0 AN R i S AR e S 2.00
Goldish & Bernier............. 1.00
R« GouldiN8: IC0R . ot 2.00
Pittsburg Plate Glass Co....... 5.00
Neff & - Rosenquist............ 500
RN Eandezo, & rCol v 5ot Z2.50
B R L. St ST RPN 1.00
Daytons Bluff State Bank...... 5.00
PN T o ke am b v ST e e 1.00
N sty CSREatager. = oo s, 1 st 5.00
Rt NIt v o s s e 5.00
IS noldaBlareissab o noGdh At 5.00
14 ARG ] v v A PN e S S S 25.00
Waldorf Paper Products Co.. 25.00
Raudenbush & Sons Piano Co. 10.00
Miller & Holmes. 10.00
@haviestiRes Ball .« 800 0l 10.00
Bvar: Do Gedarbeat o072 00 00 0n 5.00
EecscentruGreamery SR N 15.00
NSV el S Coulg f e vt 0o 2 30.00
IRaratyiBakerye il o ol 10.00
R T i L e S 5.00
Muadflohn O Lee, Jr.ion. . ... 2500
e Elodosony. o ns s Li 10.00
Bl eyl ™Y, S0 o s oy, 4800
NANEG0S 5. 0t L7 B 5.00
(EasaRE M itler &Ll C U0 v 3.00
BRI e olor . il ol Sani L, 1.00
BBl son s i s 1.00
Mr. Hm(rle .................. 2.00
LR B R e e e N 1.00
M ilioroerson: . n it 4.00
Mesirsaderberg Ll i o 1.00
TR S T 3 e O SR e R R 25.00
LA BT v VPR e S TE 12.00
Meanhattan " O1F (Cosr 00 e 5.00

By, ' My s [Eansens Uit v 10.00
. W Bindeke iimna ioRetEs 10.00
Reuben Warnherf | g oia iy 25.00
W MoNhatrray s To e s S e el 2.50
Mrs. Charlotte Hetland....... 5.00
E. ElaSandsy s ibrs s Tt i 25:00
John ST QD Connor: SRt e 25.00
Brown’” & Bigelow. .. Lk 25.00
A, MiTHIOHE SRR Cos R R e 20.00
Cowden Manufacturing Co..... 10.00
Cash: el e i el n g eo{)
Hancock, Nelson Co..71....... 5.00
Cashii g iR il s i ity 1.00
Mo Burgialr 1S ons astiaians e st 10.00
Northland Ski Mfg. Co......... 5.00
Northwestern Bedding & Mfg.

s SRR Betelion o0 e o T 5.00
Al Wallace Satisesi st o 5.00
Grigps Cooper. o feat g it 25.00
A A EhaSanc At el e Sene s 5.00
TJessetEontesir il Iesacin i 5.00
St. PauliMilling e Coy e i=r S5 6)
Glemaker (& S C O i a0 i 5.00
SO arhaldtt S vt faicamymas 10.00
Peoples Coal & Ice Co... ... .. 10.00
Mr. & Mrs. Geo. Bertelson.... 10.00
R, Bi Bertelsohiie b X1 s 5.00
S AgtBertelsont sy Lk S 2.50
John Bl Al ens vl A% S auie 5.00
D GNP oV e, i e 1 e 5.00
A GiJohnson, 2 ks winin s 5.00
Stock Yards Nat. Bank, S. St.

Pty lros e e S B o N 10.00
Jens; Johnson: S s e 5.00
AT T aStelpestad  mgke LR 2.00
Central Warehouse Co......... 5.00
EonEa Sternars . sttt o s 10.00
Biiohan séniel Sea i ese il el 5.00
Gova i AA, Burnquistais b 25.00
B R T S e T R ek 5.00
StiRault-GlothingiGo, iria ok 5.00
Dettele B Ens Y rer s e g s 1.00
HoraceThompson ‘S ias 5.00
WG AR T it e Sl e e 5.00
CasHeaie Vs v f avlli 1.00
vo T ol B B Vo S O TN el sl el U 5.00
Obte - HuIE T oih seruies by 5.00
Caghin s Ghe dnaRank st Sh L C iy 2.00
(Casin s TR NN o s e 5.00
GaSh o g s s i 0 B 2.00
StePanl DrdeGosras il e 5.00
Mrs. Halvorsen, Orange, Wis... 14.25
MijosSen: Tagets s -ty di /e 107.84
TesiOlsenn BStatier HrL, R 121.65
Bertha Nielsen Estate.. e @l
Martha Hanson Estate........ 141.40
Deoris Tothis ‘Estate. ... . o0F 332.40
Special Collection in Branches.169.75
Brainard Birthday Club....... 10.00
Rummage Sale by Board...... 200.00
Sl sen ! SR LE s e 150.00
Cellected hv Mrs. Robertson,

Covgel i Minmiihss' 50 e X 45.00
Karen Flataas Estate..........316.20
Do Nuelsen - fa 200t s  adt e 11.70
LorrisiTacobsoniis Sl o 1,442.9h
Hans O. Lomen ..............30000
Madison Branch, Minn. ....... 102.31
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