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Foremost Norse Lyric
Poet in Va d of
Visitors

(By Un#ed Press.) - -
NNEAPOLIS — Nils Vogt,
Norway's foremost lyric poet, of-
ficial representative of the Nor-
wegian Authors' league, and Ar-
nie Kildal, New York, head of the
press staff of the Norwegian de-
partment of foreign relations, ar-
rived here |ate yesterday as the

van delegation to the arss-
> hg\-_-

American itk
air- s, .
Vogt will make three appear-

) ances, one at the centennial and
two before Norwegian literary
clubs.
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JNorway Rotarians
to Be Represented
at Centennial

1. C. Solberg will represent the Ro-
tary club of Oslo, Norway, at the
n centennial next

month.

Word to this effect was recelved
Saturday at centennial headquarters.
The message also stated that he sail-
ed for America on the Norway-Amer=
jca line steamer Stavangerfjord,
which left Oslo Saturday carrying a
large delegation of officlal represen-
tatives to the centennial, besides a
considerable number of others.

Mr. Solberg will be a guest of the
sSt. Paul Rotarians at their weekly
luncheon on Tuesday, June 8, last day
of the centennial celebration.

= —afifEpapalie, Minn., St
| SATURDAY, JTUNE 13, 1923

1t is chiefly because of the similarity
of American and Norwegian ideals that
people from the latter country come
here to make their homes, Inge C. Sol-
berg of Oslo, official Rotar; delegate
to the !\Mmennial,
told Minneapolis #otarians yesterday.

Mr. Solberg and Niss Ruth Malcom-
son, ‘“‘Miss America,f’ of I’hiladelphia,
were honor guests. Norwegians who
come to America to settle never give
up the traditions of the homeland but'
fit their ideals with American democ-
racy, he said.

President Coolidge left an indelible
memory of American interest in the
Norwegian race with the thousands
‘\gyho saw and heard him, Mr. Solberg
aid

———— = -
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Bslo Delegate
Is Honor Guest
of Rotary Club

Inge Solberg Describes Simi-
larities Between U. S.
and Norway.

Declarés His Nation Is the
One Democratic Country
of Europe.

Norweglans who come to America to
settle never give up the traditions of
thelr homeland but fit their ideals with
the American democracy, Inge C. Sol-
berg of Oslo, officlal Rotarian delegate |
to the Norse-American centennial, said
at the regular luncheon meeting of the|,
Minneapolis Rotary club Friday noon
at the Leamington hotel.

Mr. &Solberg, with ‘Miss America,”
Miss Ruth Malcomson of Philadelphia,
were honor guests atg: luncheon. Mr.
Solberg is one of the | ing importers of |
American ;goods in Norway and this
marks his first trip to this country.
He announced Friday that le intends
to spend a month studying conditions
in the south before his'x§etux;n to Nor-
way. & ' ¥

Celebration Beyond Expectations.

“The inimenslty of .the Norse-Amer-
ican centennial, celebration wasRikand,
Mﬂe’éf‘!ﬁ)ectatlons of every Nor-
weglan delegate and vigitor,” Mr. Sol-
berg sald. “By his presence President
Coolidge left an indelible memory of
American Interest in the Norwegian
race with the countless thotisands who
had the privilege to see him. It was
my most fortunate honor to meet him
personally while he was here and with
me it will be a lasting memory.

Norway Has U, S, D'cmocracy.

“Norway i{g the one demwocratic coun-
try of Iurope” he sald, ‘'and it is
chiefly Dbecause  America s so much
like Norway iIn ideals that our people
come here to settle. It Is regrettable
that distance separates these two great
countries. I will return to Norway
with the greatest love for America and:
instill in my people the graciousness
and hospitality of this great nation.”

Mr. Solberg presented the Minne-
apolis Rotary club with a silk Nor-
wegian flag and extended the greetings
of the Rotary /club of Oslo to the
Minneapolis body.

Edmund A. Prendergast presided.

/ll i /) L &
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A. Bergendahl, newspaperijan
from Oslo, Norway, has arrived
in this country on an assignment |
to “cover” the Norse-American |
CentennialYrsha,Tin, Citisc.ker |
42 publications in his home coun-l
try. Several other Norwegian
newspapermen are also expected,
as some of the leading Oslo pa-|

—bMr. Pryser said#4uesday night. L bring

pers are sending their

sid N

Norway.

Minneapolis, Minn.,, Mor. Triharie
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Norwaﬁ s Press'

Delegate Comes
f o r Centennial
{Thoralf ;;m

Editor’s Group—>5,000
Reserve Seats.

The second of Norway's official rep-
resentatives to the Norse-American cen-
iennfal, Thoralf Pryser, president of
the Norwegian Press association, ar-
rived in Minneapolis Tuesday, and sev-
eral other notables are expected today,
while the largest delegation will arrive
here Friday.

The demand for reserved seats at
Monday’s outdcor program at the State
Fair grcunds, where President Coolidge
and Secretary of State Frank B. Kel-
logg will speali, has proved so great
that the executive committee of the
centennial Tuesday announced the num-
ber of reserved seals would be increased
from 6,000 to 25,000. Mall orders from
all parts of the northwest were re-
ceived Tuesday totaling nearly 5,000,
and long lines of huyers waited al both
the St. Paul and Minneapolis headquar-
ters.

Among thae delezates expecled today
are Arn: Kildal, press representative
of the Norwegian foreign office in New
York, and Nils Collett Vogt, represen-
tative of the Norwegian Association of
Authors, one of the best known poets
of Norway.

On his arrival Tuesday Mr. Pryser
was met by Gisle Bothne, president of
the centennial; S. H. Holstad, managing
director, and other members of the cen-
tennial committee. He arrived in New
York May 15, and has been visiting in
eastern and mid-western cities.

‘“The people of Norway have a deep
appreciation of the honor that is being
bestowed on their countrymen by the
presence at this coming celebration of
your president and other high officials,
as well as the representatives of indus-
try and commerce, and other nations,”

special
staff correspondent to attend the
most elaborate Norwegian affair
that has ever been arranged out-

the greetings of the Norwegian Press

association to the American and Nor-
wegian press in this country, with a
| sincere thanks for the spirit with which
the great Amesrican public has entered
|1nto celebration of the one hundreth |
anniversary of the first great immigra-
tion of Norsemen to vour shores.”
Another arrival Tuesday was A. L. |
Mordt of Columbus, Mississippl. the
only dlelegate from that state, due to
|the amall Norse population there, )



St. Paul; 'l-“'inn., Noms
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Prominent Visitors
to Norse Meetings
Are to Be Honored

NIRS. 1. C. DORWIN, Minneapolis, is

in charge of arrangements for a
banquet to be given Iriday evening,
June 5, in the new Nicollet hotel ball-
room by the Minnesota branch of tl}e
National Women’s party. Mrs. Dorwin
will be assisted by Mrs. Philip Sundby,
Mrs. John L. Sundeen, Mrs. C. A. Swen-
son and Mrs. Laura Camp Jones.

The dinner is given in appreciation oi
the work the women of Norway “have
‘done for tliec advancement of woman and
her equality before the law, is was said
Saturday, and will be in honor of a group
of Norwegian women who will come to
St. Paul for the Norse-American centen-
nial.

The horior guests will come from
\Vashington, where they -attended thc‘
International Women’s conference, and
will be guests at various homes insthe
Twin Citics. The delegation from Nor-
way includes Iru Betzy Kjelsberg, Oslo.
Tru Inga Falsen Gjerdrum, Asker; D.r.
Wliru IngcborgAas,Trond]jem;1*‘ru Marie

ﬁichclet, Baerum; Dr. Frk Marta Tea-
rum, Drammen; Fru Hilda Poulsen,
Oslo; Fru Marie Idsoe, Stavanger; Frk
Louise Engen, Bodo; Fru Marie QJer(la-
jo, Haugesund ; Fru Ambrosia Winsnes
Drammen; Frk Julie Michelet, Baerunfg
Tru Ingeleiv Kullmaun, Oslo; Tru 'Ast'rw
Bouge Petersen, Bergen; Fru Kamilla
Berg Martiniussen, Svolvar and Frk En‘1‘
ma Ek, Drammen. From Iceland wil'
come Fru Krestin B. Simanarson, Ung-

iru Holmfridur Arnadottir and Ungiru

-

Inga Larnsdottir. .

Fru Kjelsberg, who is chairman of the
delegation, will be the prin.cipad speaker
at the banquet. Reservations may be
made by calling Elkhurst 3660.
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b drse Lea&ers Urge'

Interest in Civic Affairs

't

| 3

1y Women Entering' Poli-
| tics Can Do Most Effective .
. Work in That Line,

L ” ¢
‘h_ "By Lillian E. Taaffe.

,( ‘Woman at the outset of their en-
france into political life can do most
pffective work in municipal affairs Fru
Marie Idsoe of Stavanger and Fru Inga
¥Falson Gjerdrum, Asker, Norway—tio
Df.». the outstanding women in Minne-
ppolis for the Norse ¢

lared Saturday.

Both women ispeak from practical
bxperience—Fru Idsoe from 15 years
of service in the parish council, “back"
Yiome,” the local governing hody equiv-
mlent to our city council, and Fru Gjer-

Efound the way to do public work
drought a tremendous ovation to Fru
Jelsberg.

f’{“Work in the home is not to be
fhought of as unimportant,” she said.
i!i"Our care of the home must come first
ébut We must arrange it in such a way
.:‘,t})at we can work in politics, for after
¢ all "politics means nothing more than
the proper lighting of ‘the streets, parks
Yor recreation purposes, the distribution
kof” food in the city and other things
{ Which relate indirectly'to the home on
'r'ttr'lctly healthful and sanitary lines.

by Has Girl's Complexion.

y Fru Kjelsberg is a vivacious woman |
pt"th‘e large Viking type with laughing'
blue *eyes, “natural” color that would
make a debutante envy her. Not only
‘#he, but all the distinguished women who

!grum, after three years of experience.

Fru Idsoe is a member of the cen-
ftral board of the Conservative party of
Norway while Fru Gjerdrum, the
granddaughter of XKristian Magnus
{Falsen, one of the two writers of the
constitution of No‘rway, belongs to the
Liberal -Conservative party.

Opinions Differ Slightly.

A

i were invited to follow her with a word
:of greeting gave one the impressioni
that they had spent much of their
ilives in the great open spaces. Promi- |
l.nent among them were Fru Marie
'Michelet, Froken Louise Engen, Fru
!‘M‘a.nle Idsoe, Fru Maria Gjerdsjo, Fru
;Inga, Falsen Gjerdrum, Dr. Fru Inge-
:borg Aas, Dr. Marie Taerum, Froken
"Tandalege Emma Elk and Fru Peter-

i “The two women, who had traveled i 8on of Norway, and Froken Henni
Jnany thousands of miles together shar- . Forchhammer -of Denmark, the latter

§ng many of the same opinions, nearly

{one of the nation’s ,representatives in

ame to a “parting of the ways” whbn": the council of the I.eague of Nations.

‘the reporter questioned them cbncetm.
ing the attitude of the men of Norway

vPractlcally all of the Norwegian
en spoke English, some few ‘“‘beg-

Aoward having women now invade their -Eki, off,”” declaring that they couldn't

‘F'gacred spheres.”
" Fru Idsoe insisted that the women

J .. |8

ust the right words they wished to
‘use on the momentous occasion to ex-

fwere welcomed royally and that they j®ress the feeling in their hearts toward

ouldn’t expect to be placed in the »

Jnost important positions in the party
‘councils since they were still too in-
,experienced.. Fru Gjerdrum, on the
Jbther hand, declared that it was her
experience that the women had to make
their own places and that they were
inot- being welcomed with open arms.

They demonstrated concretely that
svomen may become just as partisan in
‘thefr thinking  &s men do and also
‘demenstrated that they had learned to
disagree and then laugh over it—a
Ahing many women in politics are not
et able to do.

Says Co-operation Needed.
“‘Co-operate with the men—that's my
Bdvice to the women of the world.
You'll never get anywhere in politics
dor any other line of endeavor if you
Aon't.””

.. Fru Betsy Kjelberg of Oslo-<leader of
Rhe 100,000 Norwegians in the National
~Council of Women, and Norway's offi-
wefal delegate to the labor conferences in

<

AGeneva and Washington, D. C., made

.this statement Friday night in Minne-
auolls, The principal speaker at a din-
‘ner in the Nicollet hotel arranged by

he Minnesota branch of the National
yWoman's, party to welcome the distin-
.guished foreign women here for the
.MNorse centennial, Fru Kjelberg let it be
fKnown that her's was advice based on
30)‘5{&8.!'5 of practical experierce in poli-
tices

) Home Duties First.

Y Admitting at the outset that she was
e* mother of six children and the
ndmother of five-and that she had,
pite her enorimous household cares,

Fru Inga Falsen Gjerdrum.

America and to those who bhad made
'the Norse centennial possible.
Catching the Politicians.
Women’'s Rights was the theme of
the meeting, and it was Fru Kjelsberg
who suggested to the women that the
best time to go after ‘rights” was just

| before election time when the politicians

CJ
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| “Ejelsberg,
Segian ¢

A year crowded into a month, That:

—Photr by A. E. Kmrles, Minneapolls..,

courses and ‘polish up p i dentistry."”
'During her Twin Cities visit, Dr. Ek

was the sentiment of the distinguish- iz a guest of Dean and Mrs. Alfred

ed Norwegian vigitors who caime here OWrie's home, - 514 Southeast Essex

to attend w ; Cen. |avenue, Minneapolis.  Dr. Nordbye,!
¢ another dentist, is a5 she says, “en-
ennial, and~some of whom have al- joymg th States for the first

ready left for their homes.

time." "According to the Norwegian

One of the visitors, I'ru Betzy”epvwcntmiwe women dentisls ave

president " of the Nor-
gian Council of Women and leader

in the majority in Wprway, and Fru
Wielsherg said, "yes, a.ml ﬂv‘) re al-

of an erny of 100,000 Norwegian wom-| ways busy, tao.”

eén, is shown in the ahove picture at

While in St Paul aftending tide

the extreme right. This picture Was centennial celebration. Dr. | Marie
taken at thc home of Mrs. Andreas Taerum and 3r' Ingeborg Aas; both

Ueland,
also in the picture at the left, wilh

sallioun boulevard, who is of whon saxled. from New York Frie

Mrs. ‘Theodore Christianson, wife of day for their homns went to Roch-

l]uhovornor in the center, when the
egian dclegation was entertain-
~el at breaktast Wednesday by tb
hoard ol directors of the Minnesota,

ester one day the first part of the
,V\eek They came back much pleas-
! ed over the benefits they had deriv-

Ramsey county and Minn(‘a])olisqwol«]d-wmc famous clinic. Accord-

Leagne of Women Voters.

Included as guests of lonor at {h=
brealkfast, besides the vivacious ¥ru
! IKjelsberg, were T'ru Marie Michelet,
'Frok Louise Fngen, Iru Marie |
Gjerdsjo, Frok Julie Michelet, Dr.
Marta Taerum, Frok Olang Nordbye,

Frok Emma Ek, all of Norway; Frol

Flenni Forchhammer, Demmark, and
#¥ru K. B. Simonarson.represented the
Icelanders.

'\ Dental College Praised.

Dr. Fmma Ek praised the college
of dentistry at the University of Min-
nesota. “There is no finer school in
all the world,” she told the breakfast
guests Wednesday, “and you should
be proud of that institution, We over
in Norway, nnd in fact all the Seandi-

" nuvian  countries anpraciate  this.

Whenever opportunity permits we
come over here to talte post graduate

ing to the women doctors. Norway is
| pregressive i health work. They
|vqid that Norway has a notable rec-
0:-«l for burning houses in which tour
or five tubercular deaths have oc-
curred, the homes being rebuilt at
the expense of the state. They believe
this one of the means in which to
check the dread diseasse.

Fru M:aric Glerdsjo is interested in
social welfare, She does not care to
discutss politics, nor give her views
on woman's plece in the political
wonld,

Frok Engen to Linger.

The distingnished guest who will
{mmain. in St Pawl longer than any
of the others will ha Frek Il.ourse
Engen of Bodo, Norway, who came
t0 this ceuntry accompanied by her
brother, Simon Engen. Both now
ave the guests of their brother and

!

ed through thelr visit to Rochester's.

“sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. J. C.

Fngen, 1959 Fairmount avenue, . and
“will remain until thie latter part of
this month. Frok Engen has been a
'member of her city council for twen-
'ty years; also is a member of the
parish council and an ardent advo-
cate of prohibition.

‘Bhere were seventy-five guests at
the brealifast.  After it, all met in
the spacious: drawing room1 of the
Ueland home for “heart to heart”
talks for an hour before the distin-
i|guished vigitors hecame guests at
another affair in Minneapolis.

Miss Marguerite Wells, president
of the Minnesota league; Mrs. A. J.
McGuire, Iamsey county’s league
president, and Mrs. F. 8. RBissell, vice
president of the Minneapolis organi-
zation, also shared hionors.
















“of the crowds for the centennial’s

greatest day.

The nations’ greetings to the Norse
of the ““old country,’” and their immi-
grant sons and daughters of the Unit-
ed States and Canada, began at the
presidential session in the afternoon
were continued through the evening
at the centennial official session.

Every speaker paid tribute to the
contributions to the national life of
the United States and Canada of the
Norse immigrants from the time
their van guard came 100 years ago,
and pointed to the world influenée-of
the peaceful relations between thest
~countries.

With ,Cpngressman 0. J. Kvale of
Minnesota, introduced by Pauline Far
seth, president of the Womens aux-

iliary, as chairman, the gatheringg,
which packed the Hippodrome in the
evening heard greetings, in turn,
from Mayor Nelson of St. Paul, Mayor
Leach of Minneapolis, United States
Senator Henrick Shipstead of Minn-
esota, Premier John Bracken of Man-
itoba, Consul C. J. Bjorke of British
Columbia, N. A. Grevstad on behalf
of Governor Len Small of Illinois.

Messages were read by the mem-
bers of the congress of Norse decent,
Senator Peter Norbeck of South Da-

- kota, and Representatives August H.
Andresen, Knud Wefald of Minnesota
er B. Burtness of North Dakota,
dharles A. Christopherson of South
Dakota, Gilbert N. Haugen of Iowa,
John M. Nelson of Wisconsin.

Taking part in an elaborate pro-
gram of music and demonstrations
were the St. Olaf college band of
Northfield, Minn; the Daughters of
Norway drill team and the Norwegian
Singers’ Association of America.

To the music of the natioal anthem
of the three countries the entire as-
semblage remained standing.

The official welcome of Minneapol-
is to the centennial hosts were extend-
ed by Mayor Leach as, he said,““mayor
of the metropolis 'of Minnesota, ané
what can justly be called the Norwe-
gian metropolis.

Governor Christiason sald:

“It gives me great pleasure, on be-
half of the state of Minnesota, to ack-
nowledge the kind greetings of the
starting of Norway. The generous sen-
timents you have expressed are echo-
ed in our own hearts and the good
witl you extend we return in full
measure.

Senator Shipstead characterized the
who have “conquered not by the
plow.”

Premier J. Bracken of Manitoba
brought the greetings of Canada to
the centennial.

* Long before the Norsemen came
to the United States there were peo-
ple of Norwegian blood in Canada,”
Mr. Bracken said. ““Canada joins with
the United States in the closest bond

Americans.

Professor Gisle Bothne, University
of Minnesota, preident of the board of
directors of the Norse-American cen-
tennial, replied to President Coolid-
ge’s address on behalf of the centenn-
ial. H. H. Bryn, Norwegian minister
then presented the greetings of H. M.
King Haakon VIl to President Cool-
idge. Thomas J. Johnson brought the
greetings of the Canadian government
and. addresses by Secretary Kellogg,
Senator Norbeck and J 0. Preus,
for"q_er governor of nigesota, con-
cluded the program.

The sloopers who came to America
in the ‘“Restaurationen,”” and those
pioneer Norsemen who helped build
up the northwest and contribute to
the cultural, educational and material
welfare as well as preserving the Nor-
se traditions and ideals in this count-
ry, were honored Monday morping at
exercises held before the grand stand
at the fair groupds.

By 9 o’clock a long row of cars was
lined up in front of the house— a
bi% gray touring car with the top
down for the president, another big
touring car with the top down for
the secret service men, behind that
a limousine for Secretary Kelloggg
and next an open car for thé photo-
graphers.

As the car swung around on to Suiz:
mit avenue, an avenue of waving

fla%s greeted his eye.. Thousands of
cheering school children lined Sum-
mi{ avenue and later the streets in

Min'neapolis to see himM

Moncaa (Minn) Enterorise <
-
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COOLIDGE AND THE
NORSEMEN

President Coolidge and the Norse-
men have had their fling. Each have
revealed to the other in true Western
style what fine opinions they held of
each other; and, judging from the
satisfied miens of both, the Norse-
American Centennial was a success.

It was most fitting, perhaps, that
a man such as Mr. Coolidge, the scion
of New England taciturnity, should
have been the spokesman for his
country at the Centennial. There is so
much in “TOTISr sy et N orse
and himself that they can well be
thought of together.

The New FEnglanders had their
Mayflower; the Norweigians, their

of friendship in tribute to the Norse-

“Restorationen.” The New England-

ers are a2 very reserved people; the
Norwegians almost stolid. In their
pursuits they have much in common.
Both take life very seriously, finding
little pleasure in the excitements that
claim the attention of so many of us.

‘The rugged hills, the small wood-
fringed meadows, the rocky sea
coasts and the -melancholy whale-
paths are familiar to both. They
prize culture and disapprove of pom-
pousness. They are deeply religious,
yet simple in their beliefs. They are
frugal and hard working folk, among
whom manual labor is held exalted.
They have much in common, so it
was fortunate that Calvin Coolidge,
who represents to us the rural folk
of New England, should have been
the honored guest of the Norse-Am-
ericans.

The Centennial became an occasion
for general hand-clasping between
peoples and nations. Aside from
that, it became an effective means of
bringing the President of the United
States to the Norwest. The thous-
ands who lined the streets of the
Twin Cities for a passing view of a
little man who wields the sceptre of
the world’s most powerful nation
testifies to the enthusiasm of the
Northwest. It became an impressive
tribute.

But what is the good of it all. The
results are indeed of questionable
worth. No one can point out any
real gain resultant from the Cen-
tennial, or from any other similar
convention. For the Norweigians,
of course, it enhances their sense
of Nationalism, a feeling that has
been too strong before. For the
government it brought unnecessary
expense. True, the Northwest won
universal attention for a day, and the
Twin Cities reaped a small harvest
in the sudden but passing swell of
business. And the celebators are
driving home satisfied with the good
words so generously exchanged, but
benefitted in no material way at all.

The results of the Centennial can
best be summedup in a terse remark
made to the writer of the Twiste
Quill by a visitor from
when he said, “I came
ut what won-

derful people the Norwegians are.”
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esident of_the linite
commended in the highest terms by him, the Norse- Amerxcan
centennial celebration held at Minneapolis June 6th to 11th
proved a great and successful affair. In song and story, in-ora-
n and play and pageant was told the story of a century of achieve-
Jent of the Norse race in America, while a great display of museum
#*iects and present-day products of hand and brain lent an educational
&_stribution impressive to the eye. 3

Scores of thousands of people from the great Norwegian northwest
were drawn to it, including some 8,000 from Canada, while a distin-
guished official delegation was sent by the government of Norway to
bring greetings from the motherland of the transplanted element, which
now, with its descendants, equals the present population of Norway.
An official delegation was likewise sent by the government of Canada
to bring its greetings to the centennial, while the University of Norway
sent a chorus of fifty members to convey a message of song to America.

The celebration was designed by the Norse element of the northwest
to commemorate primarily the sailing of the sloop ‘“Restaurationen,”
from Stavanger, Norway, July 4, 1825, with 52 men, women, and chil-
dren bound for America, the beginning of organized Norwegian emigra-
tion to America. Furthermore, of course, it was designed for the
2 “taking of stock” by Americans of Norse ancestry of the fruits of their
. activities in a century of settle-
ment, of their eontributions to
American life and institutions
and to forecast the possibilities
of this element in the future de-

.
é velopment of America.
?

Appropriately enough, the note
running through the entire sym-
phony of the celebration was that
of appreciation and reverence
and affection for the stout-heart-
7 ed, pure, and pious pioneer men
* and women of the natigifulity
who cleared the way and bore the
# hardships which made possible
& the comfort, wealth, and influence
" now enjoyed by their descendants
“and which was so impressively

presented at the centennial.

Minneapolis, as the geograph-
ical center of the Norwegian
northwest, was made the place of
the festival and the Minnesota
state fairgrounds where the cele-
bration was held were taxed at
times to accommodate the throngs
that passed through the gates.

“State fair crowds” were in at-

when, in spite of bad weather, nearly 100,000 persons turned out to
the President and hear his message of greetmg to the celebration.
ddition to the President and the many distinguished visitors from
jfl there were also present United States Senators, Governors, Mem-
§ of Congress and others prominent in the public life of toddy, in-
ng Secretary of State Frank B. Kellogg, at whose St. Paul home
{ ept and Mrs. Coolidge were guests while in the twin cities.
he celebration included a program of four days crowded with varied
activities. Saturday, June 6th, was given over to organizations from
various districts in Norway, of which there are now many in the north-
" west. Sunday was largely devoted to religious services and concerts at
t fairgrounds, the chief speakers being Rev. H. G. Stub, president of
i Norwegxawutheran church of America, and Bishop Jacob Lunde
of Norway. nday was President’s Day and Tuesday woman’s and
pageant day, the celebration closing with the presentation of the
“Pageant of the Northmen,” in which 1,500 persons participated.
4 The attendance at the centennial was made up largely of Norwegian
» farm people from the great northwest of the second, third, and fourth
; generations. Only here and there was seen a distinctive pioneer face of
‘¢ the old type. These have larggly passed from among the llvmg To
4 thousands of the visjtors it wjls @ great season of reunions, in many
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President and Mrs. Coolidge, With Secretary of State Kellogg, en route to the
Norwegian Centennial at St. Paul and Minneapolis.

tgndance every day, the climax of attendance being “President’s Day”‘fﬁce in New York; J. Villardson,
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cases of friends who had not met in a half century er more. The ex-
hibits at the centennial were extensive and covered the century of settle~
ment, chief interest in which was shown in the survivals of the pioneer
era. The primitive household utensils, machinery and clothing exhibited |

“were unique in quantity and variety. With them were many ancient

chests and other specimens of Norwegian wood’and metal work used
in Norway centuries ago by ancestors of the exhibitors. There was also
an exhibit of several hundred paintings by Norwegian-American artists
and an exhibit of several thousand books and pamphlets by American
writers of Norse blood, besides a large display of past and present-day
Norwegian newspapers. Several large exhibits of women’s work were
also on display. '

Among other features of interest shown was a replica of the little
sloop of 38 tons on which the original band of emigrants came to Ameri
in 1825, while among those appearing on the program of the centennial
were Joth Atwater and Jane S. Atwater, of Chicago, son and daughter‘
of Mrs. Margaret Allen Atwater, the “sloop baby,” who was born at
sea on the sloop and who was the last survivor of the party, dying in
1917,

Norway’s official representation at the centennial included Carl J.
Hambro, member of parliament and chairman of the foreign relations
committee of the Storthing, president of the International League of
Norsemen and editor of Norway’s
oldest daily newspaper, the Oslo
Morgenbladet. Lars Oftedal, rep-
resentative of the Norwegian
government and minister of the
interior in the Norwegian cabi-
‘net; Dr. Frederick Stang, presi-
dent of the University of Norway
at Oslo and representative of
Norwegian universities; Wilhelm
Morgenstierne, representative of
the International Society of
Norsemen; the Rt. Rev. Johan P.
Lunde, bishop of Oslo and head of
the established church of Nor-
way; H. H. Bryn, Norwegian am- "
bassador to the United States;
Thorolf Pryser, president of the |
Norwegian Press association;
Nils Colett-Vogt, Norwegian As-
sociation of Authors and leading
poet of Norway; I. C. Solberg,
Rotary Club of Norway; G. A.
Larson, Draftsmen’s Association
of Norway and harbor institu-
tions; John Bracken, Mr. and
Mrs. Arne Kildal, press represen-
tatives of the Norwegian foreign
Norwegian consul at Toronto; L. C.
M. Aubert, Norwegian consul-general to Canada; E. H. Hobe of St. Paul,
Norwegian consul to Minnesota, and the northwest.

Perhaps no note sounded at the convention rang truer to the spirit
of the occasion than the address of President Coolidge which not only
showed remarkable historical accuracy but a complete comprehension
of the significance of the celebration. In happy conjunction with this
fact was the remarkable and whole-hearted reception.given the Presi-
dent at the centennial. =

One of the most impressive and inspiring facts about the great Nor-
wegian centennial celebration at Minneapolis was the fine spirit of broth-
erhood, good will and complete understanding which prevailed among the
various elements which mingled for four days on the Minnesota state
fairgrounds. It was all one happy family. From the many fine musical
organizations present down to the most fervid orator, scarcely a dis-
cordant note was heard; perhaps not one. New England Yankees mingled
with recert Norwegian immigrants and these again with neighbors of
German and Swedish blood, all rejoicing in their common possession of
American liberty, American security, American opportunity. In the main,
the vast throngs present were made up of plain people from the farms
and small towns and as one noted the thousands filing by he was struck
with the\faces showing honesty, sincerity, charlty and good will.
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was not scheduled fintil 2:30 in the of Iceland, but did not know whether | nat tw va
hd 1: : w_whether = =
afternoon, people began to gather at he had a right to a part in the Norse: Zhaé b £ 7 f‘é‘" ot o A
e entrances to the grandstand and festivities or not, except as a repre- y-five were Scandanavians. ap-
- peared as tho all the Norsemen in

-

being .augmented every minute until
those in front were in danger of hav-
ing their lives crushed out againsti
the fences and gates, and when en-
trances were finally opened there.
was a mighty rush for advantageous
seats, by those without reservations,
which meant more than fifty percent.
Nearly as many were forced into the
race course and grounds as found
seats.
. Governor Christianson arrived a
little early, in an automobile not at-
tached to the presidential party. His
bu1lq and general carriage being
readily recognizable he received quite
an ovation as he stepped out of his
conveyance and proceeded to the
'speakers’ platform.

Shortly before the hour set the
presidential party arrived in severa
conveyances, looking like a display

Henry Ford’® Lincolns, every one of
them, no doubt, donated by the great |
automobile king.

Senator Henrik Shipstead presided
jard in due time introduced Governor
Christianson who in felicitous lan-
’. nage introduced the president, who |
!spoke for about forty-five minutes,

ering one of the best speeches
tered since he became president, as
far as'we have read his speeches. He
was at his best hecause, being of the
common people, he was speaking to
common people and he was not lim-
ited by political expediencies. The
radio system and batteries of ampli-
fiers had by this time been tested out
and so rearranged and strengthened
that every word uttered from the
speakers’ platform could be distinect-
ly heard by anyone within the con-
fines of the fair grounds, except
where the fierce gale prevailing at
the. time, interfered.

A singular circumstance is the
fact that the flags of Norway and of
the United States are composed of
the same colors, red, white and blue.
This was strikingly illustrated by a
company of 420 Minneapolis school
children in the formation of ‘“Living
Flags.” First, before the arrival of
the presidential entourage, they took
the ?orm of the Norwegian flag, and
held this formation until after the
speech, when, at a given signal, al-
most within a minute’s time, without
any confusion, simply by slight
changes of outer wraps, they formed
a United States flag, an impressive
jallostration visual
' willingness with whigh the Norweg-
ian immigrants wereftransformed in-
to  loyal Americai citizens, which
is a national trait.

Mrs. Coolidge could be seen peek~
ing around the end of the ecurtain
shielding the party from the wind,
standing there viewing the transform-
ation scene, and she is said to have:
been greatly delighted with it.

Following the President’s speech
there were greetings brought from
the king of Norway by the President
of the Storthing, and from the Prem-
ier of our neighbor Canada, this by
the Hon. Thomas H. Johnson, K. €.,
a member of the Canadian. parlia-
ment. Aside from the president’s
speech this one by Mr. Johnson was
one of the best. He spoke fluently,,
with a certain engaging spice of
keen wit, and yet with dignity befit-
ting the occasion. He had a clear,
penetrating, pleasing voice, partic-
ularly suited to the broadcasting fea-
tures of the present day. He thank~
ed the president for mentioning fe-
licitously his little island birthplace

e — |

bleechers before noon, the crowds sentative of his Premier, for he wa

born in Iceland, brought up in Nor-.

way, but was a Canadian by adop-

tion. But be that as it may his lit-
tle speech caught the good will of the
crowd all right.

In the three days we were there:

we missed a great many things that
we would have liked to have covered
but the heat and lack of tmie pre-
vented. It was an event that sel-
dom transpires in our span of life:
The religious services on Sunday
were inspiring, spiritually, and there
was much in the programs on Mon-
day, and every day to make one a
better citizen and to strengthen one’s
love of country.

Regarding the religious services
on Sunday, a good Catholic friend of
ours said afterwards that he wonder-
ed if there was any other nationality
that could bring together, just for
religious services, such a vast con-
course of people, without the aid of
a single amusement feature. There
was not a game of base ball, horse
race, areoplane stunt or the like of
any kind. There was a merry-go-
round and Ferris wheel on the ground
but they were not running on Sunday
while the entire day was devoted to
religious services of some kind, or

rograms just as befitting the sacred °
ay.
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rFORMER BELMONDERS ARE
DOING SPLENDIDLY

by Martin Thoe and Lawrence Gea-
low, drove to Minneapolis, Sunday,

to nd _the Norse- i
’rtennial, or more especially to  see
the dirigible the Los Angeles, and
hear the President. The Los Angeles
failed to show up, and the mob %
so huge that you1 couldn’t get withy
in a block of the President. Sunday,
however, we had an enjoyable day,
going thru Hollandale on the way
up, witnessing a polo game and an
aviation exhibition at Fort Snelling,
visiting with Edmund Groh  and
his brother Louie, and enjoying a
fine visit with Rev. Burress and
family, at whose home we stayed on
Sunday evening. Rev. and Mrs. Bur~
ress sent their kindess regards to
all Belmond friends. They just ded-
icated their new church, the Minne-
haha Methodist church, recently
erected at a cost of $55,000.00. The
present edifice is only half of the
contemplated building, the balance
of which will be erected later. Rev.
Burress has increased the member-
ship of the church since he went
there from 80 to 400, and the church
is still growing rapidly. Our old
friend “Nubbins” Groh is ° doing
splendidly with his pharmacy’ in St.
Paul and enjoys a dandy business.
‘Monday we took in the celebration
\at the fair grounds. It was the most
terrific mob of folks we ever saw,

|and we feel almost safe in sayir_lg.

the country and some from Norway
were there. In the afternoon the
fair grounds :were swamped with
people. It was the largest crowd the
President had ever addreissed with
one possible exception. Thousands of
people paid to get into the grand
stand, and then came right out again
rather than stand up for several
hours, if they could have found a
place to stand. Some very fine er-
hibits dealing with Norse lives and
history were on display, including a
number brought from the old coun-

try especially for this célebrﬁtiﬂl -

_other hundred years.

i
The editor and wife, accompanied
‘country, the many things were not

Gary, Minn.. Gragpair
12, 1925

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
IS NOW OLNY HISTORY

The Centennial celebration, held at |
the State Fair Grounds, St. Paul, |
from™ THE elihamNess =TS TIOW T

tory and most of those who were

! there either are back to their homes
1

or on their way.

It sure was a big affair. It cer-
tainly was the most peeple of Norwe-
gian birth or descent that that havel
been gathered at one time in the hs-
tory of the world and it may be some
time before another gathering like
thizs wifl take place, possibly in an-

|

Being born and grew up in this

s0 interesting to us, as we did not
know anybody there and do not know
conditions in Norway. This without
a doubt was the same case with other
native born Norwegian Americans.
But we heard much talk by those who |
met old acquaintances, some that they
had not seen for a number of years.
t was a great meeting place and it is
oaly too bad that more people do not
avail themselves of the opportunity
to meet relatives and friends at such
occasions,

It was a large attendarice, still not
so many as we had an idea it would
be, and sure not as’ many as there
should have been.

Everything was done to make the
people feel at home. We did not hear
anybody kicking or being dis-satis-
,fied with the way they were treated. |
Nobody, ag far as we know, or did
: rot hear that anybedy had any trouble ]
to find lodging places. Jor
i Fine exhibits were displayed, both?
lin newand artistic designs and in old§
‘relics and these in themselves were*
worth the trip to the cities. Then fine |
rrograms were carried out at the var-
jous and large gathering places and
Sunday was spent, by those who
‘wanted to, in attending divine ser-’

ices and other, religious programs,'

the various choirs were sing-
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